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April 28 ð 29

A Standard Flower Show at QBG
 

FLOWERS BY THE SEA 
Much Aÿoat About Something

EXCITEMENT MOUNTS!!! The San Dieguito Garden Club, in presenting its 17th Flower Show, will be joined with 
Quail Botanical Gardensõ SEEDS OF WONDER in a Standard Flower Show on April 28ð29, 2006, staged at QBG. The 
Showõs theme, FLOWERS BY THE SEA, already has many surþng their imaginations for an artistic way to create a 

design for this exciting, upcoming event. 
A special part of the Flower Show will be devoted to the 

children. On Saturday, the 29th, from noon to 2 pm, both 
Quail staff and garden club members will assist children 
with a hands-on class in ÿoral arranging and potting 
plants. Flowers and plants will be available to children at 
no charge. Quail Botanical Gardensõ SEEDS OF WONDER 
program has aroused childrenõs interest and cultivated 
their appreciation of a garden. From bugs, to beans, to 
bulbs and bouquets, this enrichment program encourages 
a life-long love and joy of gardening. 

This Standard Flower Show is a staged production 
featuring fresh material throughout. The show is open to 
the public. Non-professional horticulture and/or design exhibitors of all ages may place entries in either or both 
the Horticulture and the Design Divisions. Horticulture entries of all fresh plant material must be grown by the 
exhibitor for a minimum of 90 days. Potted plants are not to exceed ten inches in diameter. A ÿoral Design Dem-
onstration by top designers will also be held in the Lawn Room on Saturday at 10:00 am. San Dieguito Garden 
Club, a federated member of National Garden Clubs, Inc., has been active in the community since 1960 and is 
rated as a Blue Ribbon Club. Its membership includes six nationally accredited Flower Show Judges.

Time Is Drawing Near!!!
Look around your garden. Come and share what you 

have grown and designed. Encourage a child to enjoy the 
wonder of the garden! Submit entries on April 28 between 
7:30 and 9:30 am. Admission is free for entrants. Forms 
will be available at QBG and local nurseries. 

 Written by Muriel Baze, Master Flower Show Judge, 
and published in Let's Talk Plants!, the newsletter of 
the San Diego Horticultural Society, March 2006.

Note: the April meeting will be replaced by the 
Flower Show on April 28 and 29

Thursday, April 27
 9:00 Set up Flower Show
Friday. April 28
 7:30ð9:30 Submit entries
 1 ð 4 pm Open to public
 Saturday, April 29
 9 am ð 4 pm Open to public 
 10 am Floral Design Demonstration 

in Lawn Room
 12 ð 2 pm Children's Craft Competition

Forthcoming SDGC Events
April 24  Palomar District Meeting, Castile 

Creek Golf Course, Escondido
 27 Set up Flower Show in Paul Ecke 

Room, QGB
 28 ð 29 Standard Flower Show

 May 1 Board Meeting, location TBA
 24 SDGC Meeting, Jessie Fell on Living 

Wreaths
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Message from the President
Last month Sandy Williams 

took our breaths away with 
her stunningly creative ÿoral 
designs. She has frequently 
contributed hours of pivotal 
design work to the major proj-
ects of the San Dieguito Gar-
den Club. After the meeting 
she also conducted a voluntary 
ÿoral design workshop, tutor-
ing us to compose an arrange-
ment of dendrobium orchids 
and equisetum in a sculptural 
design. I was so pleased to 
take home my newly arranged 
ÿowers in a dramatic, red ce-
ramic base. The fresh ÿowers 
lasted beautifully, and I was 
amazed, as always, at the tre-
mendous joy they gave to me! 
A big thank-you to Sandy for 
a job well done! If you want 
to see more designs by Sandy, 
she and Steve Valentine are 
giving a demonstration during 
the Flower Show on Saturday, 
April 29, at 10:00 am. Seating is 
limited; call Sandy for reserva-
tions at 760-598-0786. My res-
ervation is in, and I wouldnõt 
miss it.

We are all busy with the 
excitement of our upcoming 
Standard Flower Show. Bro-
chures are at the nurseries, and 

thanks to the publicity work by Mary 
Davies and QBG, Jerry Thirloway has been þelding more 
calls from interested people than seems humanly possible 
to manage. Another thanks goes to Sue Jean Armstrong, 
Evalyn Rodgers, and Muriel Baze for composing and creat-
ing the Flower Show schedule. Evalyn and Jean Matchura 
have þnished making the directional signage to place at 
Quail Botanical Gardens. Reservations for design entries 
are directed to Sue Jean and horticulture to Betty Roberts. 
My, but they will be busy with reservations! 

Our Flower Show is also a fund-raiser. We need things to 
sell. A heartfelt plea goes out to each and every one of you: 
Please! Remember to bring plants, plant-related goods, 
and baked goods (cookies, brownies, and other goodies 
that can be readily eaten) for our sale. ñ Rita Koczela 

Photos by Jean Matchura



 The Bloominõ News                               April 2006                                                            p. 2

The Bloominõ News
Newsletter of the 

San Dieguito Garden Club

Club Ofþcers
President
    Rita Kocela
Vice President
    Jerry Thirloway
Recording Secretary
    Ellen McGrath-Thorpe
Corresponding Secretary
    Karen Burrows
Treasurer        
    Myleene Sohaei
    Lynda Wallace

Chairs
Awards
    Marian Grifþth
Club Community Service
    Lola MacFarlane
Flower Show, in house
    Evalyn Rodgers
    La Verne Schlosser
Historian
    Jean Matchura
Horticulture
    Betty Roberts
Hospitality

Jeanne Saltmarsh & 
Cynthia Butler

Membership
    Nadine Starr
Palomar District Delegate
    Fay Dadbeh
Parliamentarian
    Sue Jean Armstrong
Publicity
    Mary Davies
Ways and Means
    `Mary Davies
Yearbook
    Evalyn Rodgers

 The Bloominõ News                               April 2006                                                            p. 3

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED AT THE FLOWER SHOW! PLEASE BE THERE!
Thursday, April 27, 9:00 am.  Help set-up for the Flower Show.
 Lunch provided.
Friday, April 28, 7:30 ð 5:00 pm.  Help is needed to man the show.
Saturday, April 29, 9:00 am ð 4:00.  Help is needed to man the show and then to dismantle it.

Garden Tours in Print, volume 6 

To Create a Safe Tropical Environment
 

When Cynthia Butler and her husband Bert moved to Encinitas, they bought a 1920õs bungalow on an 
avocado grove with no privacy. Not such a big issue since this was before the freeway and before a lot 
of development. There were, however, potential threats to their young daughtersõ safetyña very deep 

pond, limited railings on their balcony, and a wild canyon directly 
behind the house. To òavoid attaching their children to leashes,ó 
they þlled the pond, rebuilt the balcony, sold off some land at the 
back of the yard, and built fences all over. These changes addressed 
both the privacy and safety issues. At this point, they could work 
on the garden in this very fertile soil. Cynthia þrst became involved 
with the SDGC in õ63ðõ64. She attended for a number of years, 
dropped out for awhile, and then rejoined in õ86.

To create the gardens that Cynthia was familiar with, her hus-
band built a very formal rose garden with stone walls, steps, and a 
sundial. When advised not to buy a lilac, Cynthia acquired a glori-
ous wisteria. However, as soon as you open the gate to their very 
private backyard, you can hear a beautiful fountain surrounded 
by all kinds of plants that include ferns and philodendrons (so 
enormous that they are bigger than anything Iõve ever seen.) You 
have now entered a wild tropical environment with very tall trees 
that keep the area very shaded and transport you far away from 
bustling Encinitas and the freeway.

Continued on p. 4

Photographs by Ellen McGrath-Thorpe

Vacations in Costa Rica have been an inÿuence 
in the design and the selection of many plants. It 
was fun hearing her recount where each of the 
plants came from. Since many of her plants were 
so successful, she was able to make clippings from 
many of them and spread them throughout the 
yard. Other contributions to her garden came from 
the birds, such as an enormous palm and a peach 
tree. One occupant in the garden, besides the usual 
suspects, is a 60-year-old tortoise. Another feature 
is her tea garden where Cynthia grows all of the 
plants that she uses to make tea: mint, lemon balm, 
lavender, and rosemary. She also grows avocados, 




