
The Bloominõ News
Newsletter of the 

San Dieguito Garden Club

Editorial ofþce: rkoczela@hotmail.com          Published Mid-Monthly              Vol. 18(7)         March 2006 

Member, National Garden Clubs, Inc.
California Garden Clubs, Inc., Palomar District

Meeting on Wednesday, March 22

Sandy Williams on Floral Design

Our own Sandy Williams will demonstrate the types of 
Floral Designs that can be submitted as entries to our 
Standard Flower Show in April. Sandy is a very special 

person and a talented designer. She has repeatedly served as 
the Chairperson of Decorations for Quail Botanical Gardensõ 
Benefactor Dinner. Her enthusiasm for our design-related 
projects coupled with her ÿoral skill, boundless energy, and 
engaging personality have made her a much-appreciated asset 

of the San Dieguito Garden Club.
A native of South Africa, Sandy has found a niche for herself in the 

San Diego ÿoral design community. On March 6, she was among the 
four designers at the Palomar District Floral Design Forum. The four 
designers demonstrated the different designs that can be made from the 
same materials, and each completed a signature design. 

Sandy frequently teaches design classes, and over the years she has 
been invited to participate in Art Alive at the San Diego Museum of 
Art. On March 14, at 8 am, she is due at the museum in Balboa Park to 
choose the work of art upon which she will base her ÿoral design for 
this yearõs program. Braving the southbound trafþc on the I-5 freeway 
at that time demonstrates some of her commitment to her þeld. We are 
especially grateful to Sandy Williams for all she does for our club and 
look forward to her upcoming design demonstration and tutorial at the 

March meeting. 
Forthcoming SDGC Events

 Mar 22 SDGC Meeting: Sandy Williams, 
Floral Designs for Flower Show

 April 28 17th Standard Flower Show, judging 
of entries, sale table

 April 29 10:00 am. Floral Design Demonstra-
tion by Sandy Williams and Steve 
Valentine in the Lawn Room. Space 
is limited. Please call 760-598-0786 for 
a reservation. 

  12:00 ð 2:00 pm. Childrenõs Craft 
Competition in creative ÿoral design 
on the patio by the Ecke Room.

Message from the President
The mockingbirds have returned. Iõm not sure where 

they have been during the winter, but I am glad to hear 
their voices again and see their whirligig feather-ÿight 
across my garden. I wonder if the òyoung ôunó from last 
year is the same resident bird this year. He looks the same, 
slighter than average, and his song is beautiful and clear. 
I whistled to him, but he did not return my call. Perhaps 
he will become accustomed to me as the days unfold and 
will return my call as others have done in past years. The 
hummingbirds have also returned, busily ÿitting about, 
and even the hawks gracefully ÿy in pairs, reminding us 
it is spring and mating season. Continued on p. 2

 9:30 Coffee and Social
 10:00 Business meeting
 10:30 Sandy Williams on Floral Design 

for a Flower Show
 12:00 Instructional workshop following 

the meeting.
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Yes, springtime is a marvelous time in the garden, and though it entails much 
weeding, there is much to savor and appreciate. With the spring season comes the 
Flower Shows! And the planning continues for San Dieguito Garden Clubõs 17th 
Standard Flower Show. We urge you all to nurture and grow plants that can be sold, 
plan your entries for the design category of the show, and consider your plants for 
the horticultural entries. This is a much-awaited opportunity for the SDGC, and it 
is up to each and every one of us to make it a success. 

Last month we had the privilege of touring Patrick Andersonõs succulent garden.  
[See photos by Janice Casado on p. 3.] What a joy it was to bask in the beauty of 
the very special and artistic place that he has created! Toward the end of our tour 
we were invited to sit in the 15x15-foot open-air casita that was recently added at 
the highest level of his garden. The distant view of rolling mountains provided a 
backdrop for the immediate garden þlled with exotic plants, sculptures, and a wa-
terfall into a koi pond. As we rested and chatted, Patrick answered our questions 
and freely shared his accumulated knowledge about planting methods, plants, and 
their sources. What a special morning! We are very grateful that Patrick shared his 
amazing horticultural retreat with our club.

ñ Rita Koczela
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Message from the President Continued from p. 1

To all SDGC members:

Grow Your Plants for the Flower Show!
Items are needed to sell at our Flower Show and Sale in 
April. Please get your plants and garden-related items ready 
for the sale. Remember to fertilize your sale plants as you 
do the rest of your garden in this growing season; clean up 
saleable goods; and make them attractive for our sale.

Therapy Garden 
Lola McFarlane, chair of the Therapy Rehab Garden Program at Scripps, Encinitas, 

wishes to extend her appreciation to Andersonõs La Costa Nursery for continuing 
to support the San Dieguito Garden Clubõs work. They have supplied the new 
plants for the patients to plant in the planter boxes. Without Lola and Andersonõs 
La Costa Nursery, this program would not be possible. If anyone is interested in 
participating in this rewarding work, call Lola at 858-259-9802. Lola reports that 

Jean Matchura and Evalyn Rodgers have helped at Scripps 
since the February meeting. òWe are having a real good 
turnout in the past weeks. The patients are enjoying what 
theyõre doing, and the weather is getting nicer.ó

Happy Birthdays to SDGC Members!
April

Diane Beliveau ð
Marian Grifþth 8
Dorothy West 11
Maxine McGlothlin 16

March
Barbara Fjellman 10
Arlene Cutler 23
Sandra Yayanos 24




